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' CONVERSATION: 


A 


' DIDACTIC POEM. 


© PART I. 


SINCE nature cries © Man chould not live FRO 

Or in the cot—or on th- imperial throne;” 

Since solitude is shunn'd by all, save those 

Who seek retirement to indulge their woes, 

Or hide their crimes, or sacrifice to pride, 

And sigh for fol lies they no more can guide, 

Is it not strange the sxILL ro TALK should find 

So few competitors amongst mankind? 

That master-xey of every social charm, 

Which opes the stores, whence wit and learning arm, 

Should 80 neglected rust be so unknown, | 
That few will grasp what most may call their own. 

* 1 1 


(2) 


In every other art we. wish to claim 
The proud distinction of superior os. vos | 
In all professions, zealously we strive 
To keep respect and well-earn' d Praise alive; 
Yet these must wait occasions to produce 
Their solid or their pleasurable use. 

Not always can the bard his muse enjoy, 
—For where's the mistress who is never coy?— 


The lawyer, prompted by his terms and fees, 


Can only, shine by, regular, degrees 
Nor can the painter always shew his skill, 
* yet the schelar Wald bocca 8 quill; "wry 


I 
" * 
4 — 
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Or wakes, by turts, the Nona joys and pains, [1 
Must, sometimes, Sacrifice to forms and hours, 
And claim assistance from confederate powers. 
Whilst CoxvxRSATIOx, happily designd. 
As the fleet messenger from mind to mind, = 

By nature given us as; the readiest friend, 

To cheer those hours which gloom would 655k Wend, 
Acts at all times and by its charms can raise 


The instant tribute of distinguish'd praise. 
p 


/ 


. 
(3) | 

* Behold the man! by genius form' d to . 

The finest notes in Conversation's round! 

What heart- felt praise awaits where'er he Rinks 

How instantly he scouts all petty woes! 

Mark but his entrance to the social board! 

A joy springs up, as if by joint accord, 

Each eye gives welcome as he takes his seat, 

Each mind anticipates the classic treat, AN 

Wheneer he speaks, how hush'd is every tongue, 

The young grow wiser, and the old grow young. 

Ev'n folly sits subdued, and strives to find 

Pleasure, or profit from so rich a mind. 
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Could I like thee-Evctnto strike the lyre, 
And teach the best bred circles to admire? 
Could I like thee through various knowledge trace, 
And paint each subject with proportion'd _ 
How would my verse in vivid colours 1-468 
Secure of all' which talents can bestow. / ! 

But since we want the transmigratingclew, ' 
Nor should you stoop-nor can I rise to you— | 


(4) 
Let inscribe this tribute to thy name, 
Whose friendship eee and whose . is fame. 


Say then what bonn can fak this varying art? 
Or give prescriptive rules for every part? 
To tell what subjects should precisely fit 
The several groups of gravity, or wit, 
Would be as arduous, as to count the train, 
Who flutt'ring crowd round fashion's magic fane. 
To mark the leading errors of discourse, 
To trace their currents to each several source, 
How now, by coarseness, they offend the ear, 
And now, by folly, dash the mental cheer, 
Such comments best elucidate the way, 
Thus what to shun, will teach us what to say. 


Ere Conversation takes a general line, 
And minds with minds in social freedom join, 
EXPLORE WITH CARE THE SEVERAL RANKS'AND NAMES 
Or ALL ARQUND=-PROFESSIONS=-TASTES="AND CLAIMS.” 


65) 
Possess'd of these we gain the proper cue, 
To pay respect where er respect is due, 
Possess d of these we readier keep aside 
From all that wounds, misfortune--faults--or pride. 
Who would on green-ey'd jealousy declaim 
Before the husband injured in his fame? 
Or paint the evils poverty must brand, TRE | 
Near him who lavish'd with imprudent hand? 
Or fortune claim?—or boast of courtly grace, 
To him who lost his law-suit, or his place? 
Who talk thus idly—tho' they aim no blow, 
Nor urge by wanton cruelty, a foe, 
Nor rage—nor malice stimulate their breast, 
The deed's chance-medley murder at the best. 


If ignorance of persons---ranks---and names, 
Can thus involve us in such bungling games, | 
How must he deviate from the social plan, 
Who, forms unheeding, plays the ABsENT MAN? 
Of him who yields to this oblivious power, 

What strange incongruous follies mark each hour? 


(6) 
Dup'd by his tongue—he counter-acts his heart, 
And thoughtless of the mischief hurls the dart. 
To the stale maid, Whose hopes yet intervene, 
The age for marriage he proclaims eighteen, 
Cries tis the very point of bloom and prime, 
* And all are tabbies who surpass this time.“ 
The insolence of health and youth he II chem 
Before the pale, debilitated frame; 
To her thats homely, rave on charms of face, 
To him who halts on dignity and grace, 
The pow'rs of love recount before the old. 
And urge the praise of silence to the scolcF 
Once plung'd, in short, no end to errors found. 
From mere forgetfulness of looking round. 
Be present then, where'er your part's assign'd, 
With equals mix d—or with superiors ee | 
Ev'n silence is not yours in either cases 
—lt glooms propriety; and time A Frm wor 
Why else assemble? Why partake the feast. 
And not discharge the duties of a guest? 
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(2) 


Such are the failings which our thoughts n 
And lead the mind unknowingly astray. 
Another yet of ranker growth is nig, 

More dang'rous far, and asks a steadier eye, 
PASSION Y'CLEP'D—rude—ignorant—and vain, 
Whose turgid note outswells the level strain, 
And like the weak yet irritable friend. 
Betrays the cause it rashly would defend. 

Avaunt infuriate! with thy sightless _— 

Which Spares nor self, nor sex, nor friends, nor age, 
Avaunt! and det discretion gently teach 

The milder attributes of grace and speech; 


Our thoughts thro”, these, a grateful welcome find, 


And shew the polish of a well-bred mind. 


Tread not on Goss1y-GROUND, and 1 its domain, 
Where busy scandal ever loves to reign, 
And Cur1osITY, with eager _ 
Now hushing ev 3 hy sense to hear, 


"$93 wo W359 


As pleen---caprice---or prejudice supplies. 


a, v 
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(8) 
Be ours to leave this babbling talk behind. 
Which wounds the absent, and depraves the mind, 
Dissolves the links which kindred hearts should Join 
And pays the utt'rer back his own base coin. 
Let us, since life confirms this common fact, 
That man with man thro' every stage must act; 
To topics turn our general wants the szame— 
Which best advance and dignify man's fame. 
What books instruct him- or what arts improve, 
How virtue charms !- How amiable is love!! 
What laws best govern, or what modes impart, 
The readiest comforts to the suff ring heart. 
Such were the themes which ancient poets sung*, 
Which blazon'd truth, and silenc'd folly's tongue; 


* — — „ 

Sermo Oritur non de villis domibus ve alienis, 

Nec male, nec ne Lepos saltet, sed quod magis ad nos 

Pertinet, et nescire malum est, agitamus—Utrumne 

Divitus homines, an sint virtute beati: 

Quidve ad amicitias, usus rectumne trahat nos 

Et quæ sit natura boni, summumque quid ejus. 8 
| | Fe Hor. 


(9) 
Such are the themes whence real joys are found, 
And throw an harmony on all around. 


| Howe'er the subject turns regard this rule, 
© ASSUME NO LEAD IN CONVERSATION's SCHOOL : 3205 
Nor arm'd with logic-petulance, engage 
ON ARGUMENT'S HIGH STILTED DANG ROUS STAGE; 
From first rate talents Argument will rise 
With pow'rs, no doubt, to claim the highest prize, 
Arrest the list'ning ear with magic skill, 
And turn and wind the passions to its will; 
Such as when BURKE and JohNsON“ shew'd their might, 
In all the grandeur of polemic fight. 
Their minds gigantic—their contention strong, 
Their object fame—the fame of ancient song. 
Whilst burnish'd arms, emitting classic rays, 
Illum'd the judgment, and commanded praise : 


* This alludes to an Argument, witch er eminent chatacters once supported in a mixed 
company, relative to the respective merits of Homer and ViRG1L. Dr. JOHNSON taking the 
former for his hero—Mr. BUkKs the latter. After stating this fact, all further eulogium on such 
a literary contest, would be unnecessary. 


& 


\ (10) 
When two such heroes in the lists appear, 
Who had three ears, at such a time should hear“. 


Again, when ARGUMENT dispos'd to play, 
Turns with commanding grace from grave to gay, 
Its sprightly humour fanciful, yet true, 
Arrays the subject in its happiest hue. 

But sprung from pride, and nurs d by learning's spleen, 
Aspiring only to be heard and seen-—— 
When it imposes silence all around, 

And pays that silence with contention's sound, 
We turn aside, with indignation stung. 
And loathe this rude monopoly of tongue. 

All met to please -consign this wordy war, 

To wrangling Sophs---or Witlings at the bar, 
All met for mutual happiness and ease, 

Tis fitting each should have his turn to please; 
This cast of parts unites colloquial charms, 
Gives wit its point---and wisdom all its arms. 


; * Had I three ears, I'd hear thee,” | | 
MACBETH. 


(11) 
Lur'd by the fond desire to entertain, 
No FAVOURITE TOPIC /SHOULD ASPIRE TO REIGN; 
Tho' it be your's to talk with varied grace, 
And state minutely every nicer case, 
The repetition blurs the gloss of art, 
And sinks ev'n talents to a second part; 
Gives dullness front to smile with vacant leer, 
And malice all its promptitude to sneer, 
Combines the little wits, whose cunning lies, 
In meanly taking genius by surprize. 


Nor YET THE PEDANT PLAY---but wiser know | 

What's fit for use---or what for learning's show. 

Who rich and prudent ever spreads his hoard, 

In purse-proud conquest, veer the public board? 

Or who that claims an honourable sense, i 4 1 
Will arrogantly meditate offence? 
The scholar thus-=-tho' deep in classic roots, 

Displays his knowledge by progressive fruits, 
By judgment taste and language these proclaim 

The steadier---chaster attributes of fame. 


2 


6 


Nor as the PRDANr's shA DO idly tand, 
To pick up education second hand; 
Or think the PARTIAL READING OF AN HOUR, 
Can ape the charms of literary power. 
Such may amuse---nay sometimes work its ends, 
And lull the sense of unsuspicious friends, 
But be the Parrot's character his praise, 
Who gives his mind to such delusive ways. 
He that to sounder knowledge would aspire, 
And gain those wreaths which zealous bosoms fire, 
With pleasing toil, and emulative rage, 
Should turn with constancy the letter'd page; 
See how fair science beams upon the soul, 
And shews from parts the union of the n 
For who without foundations can commence 
In arts---in arms---in building---or in sense? 
All super-structures meant for strength, or grace, 
In want of these, must topple to their base. 
Yet there are times, when topics strike the view, 
As not remember'd---or as wholly new, 


a 


( 13 ) 
Where PARTIAL READING comes with friendliest aid, 
To fill the pause which memory's lapse has made, 


Or add some knowledge to our general store, 
Which chance, nor study, ever gave before. 


Some chase QUoTAT1ON from the social train, 
As over-bearing---insolent---and vain, 
Unskill'd itself---yet confident to sing, 
---Soaring the ee Wis the eagle's wing--- 
But say discreetly us d---who can deny 
The ready vantage of this old ally? 
How now discourse by judgment 'twill support, 
And now by elegance of thought pay court; 
And now by wit, that brighter charm display, 
Which bears the cause triumphantly away; 
'Mongst strangers lo! the well-bred scholar finds, 
"Tis the parole of literary minds. 
The classic's sentiments, design and end 
We greet---and hail him as our common friend--- 
He's mine“ He's your's”---exultingly we cry, 
And feel alike---because he's our ally. 


(14) 
To gain this point—IMPLORE AT:MEMoRy's SHRINE, 

By every art which Memory may be thine; 

By early study---by selection's skill, 

By repetition---and determin'd will. 

What, tho! at first she coyly feigns alarms, 

With double energy pursue her charms, 

Press- -and press on, till like a yielding prude, 

She gives up all, by time and truth subdued. 

Nor think that MEMORY boasts her pow'rs aloud, 

To catch the partial praises of the crowd, 

A steadier friend--she loves retirement's ſhade, 

And woos the thoughtful mind---by magic aid 

She brings with freshen'd grace before its view, 
What poets sung---or what historians drew, 
The hero's deeds---the sages moral lay, 
With all that valour---virtue can display. 


— 


O! Powerful Goddess l-rich in means and end, 
The Poet's parent“ sometimes only friend. 


The Muses were the Daughters of Jupiter and Mnemosyne. 


( 15) 
How oft with thee, tho' fortune turn'd aside, 
Nor deign'd a favourite glance from vulgar pride; 


8 4121 * * 


I've met with firmness all her fickle power, 
---Thyself the heroine of the social hour! 
How oft, as list'ning to thy sapient tongue, 

I shar'd the triumphs manly. deeds have won, 


Shrunk from ambition, and her pageant car, 

And mourn'd the sad calamities of war. | 

Here saw, how Pride uprais'd her selfish head, 

Whilst misery groan'd beneath its humble shed; 

There saw Humanity her gifts bestow, 

And heal the sorrows of domestic woe. 

Revolving next o'er Plutarch's moral page . 

View'd all the manly firmness of the sage. 3 

How mild Philosophy attun'd his breast, A 

And Independence cheer'd his letter'd rest, 

Spurning Ambition's, anxious, giddy state, | 

And proving virtue only makes us great. "2 
Plutarch is here selected, ( particularly his lives of eminent men) as one of the best works, 

for forming the manners, integrity, and independence of the mind; and which the Author of 

this Poem, (little as he feels his influence with the public) cannot resist recommending, from a 


grateful sense of the many benefits he received from the early and constant perusal of such ex- 
cellent precepts and examples. 


( 16) 


Thus all thy records spread before my eye, 
--The world's great roll, where human actions lie-- 


The wond'rous story search'd my every part, 
And grav'd such useful lessons on my heart, 
L left the little lures of pomp behind, 


And felt superior fortune in my mind. 
* Be this my shield“ -I criedꝰ---midst cares and strife, 


„My guard *gainst evil---and my guide through life.” 


PART 11. 


IN different circles---different subjects trace, 

As best accords with numbers---rank---and place. 
In small, if learn'd---the s0L1D chiefly choose 
In large and mix'd---the L1GHTER TOPICS USE ; 
Where interruptions constantly break ground, 

And little juntos whisp'ring buzz around, 

Say who can talk, tho' grac'd with Rhetoric's flowers, 
Or draw the due attention to his powers? 

Here touch the subject, circling as it flies, 

With something a-propos---yet briefly wise, 
Proportion'd thus in little parts---the ball 

Of Conversation's best kept up by all. 


To these subjoin that happier art to please, 

THE CHARM OF MANN ERS -AN D OF WELL=BRED EASE. 
This charm attracts, when talents oft inspire 

The bi le of envy- or the witling's ire 


D 


618) 


Obtains esteem, because best understood, 
* It does the giver, and receiver good ;” 
We pay respect---we feel the kind retort . 
In present praise, and future good report. 


va j 


Doubt you this truth?--Come make example thine, | : 


And learn from FLORIO, how to please and shine? 
Circled by ladies---statesmen, beaus, and wits, 
With how much grac'd complaceney he sits? 
His eye abroad, anticipates each thought, 

His manner'd mind's just govern'd as 1t ought, 
Who talks with wisdom gains his ready ear, 
Who Speaks of misery starts the pitying tear. 
Should whisp'ring scandal take its flippant round, 
No note of his in unison is found, 

But should the voice of worth and sense prevail, 
His heart's responsive to the happy tale. 

Thus FLoRlo, of his party forms the soul, 
Prais'd--cherish'd--lov'd--respected: by the whole. 
What does he say-— to gain this general vote? 
Does he talk freely? Does he aptly quote? 


— 


(19) 
How does he manage? Tell how FLok10, charge? * 


These theres a — a er. 8 
A sense in silence, and a will in thought ; inn 


Hear all! who wish to imitate this N 
And copy FLokio in the polished man! * 
Like him go mingle in some female . 2211 
Where sense and elegance surmount all rule, 
Where conversation holds the place of noise, 
And cards and trifles yield to useful joys; | 
Where Love, and Honouk--now romantic names 
—Tho',once the boast of high-bred lords and dames—-. 
Again may spread their happiest arts to please, 
And blend with morals dignity and ease. 


And 0 ye Fair! tho nature's gifts ye boast, 
Drest in the splendours of a birth-night toast. 
Tho' beaus and mirrors own your sovereign sway, 


And tell the e K ring tale, f from day to day, 


. I; "2% 


* SHERIDAN's Monody to the memory of GARRICK. 
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( 20 ) 
Let sweet discourse await on beauty's-shrine, © 
Call out each charm, and as they bloom refine. * 
For grace and breeding we 11 exchange those powers, 
Which learning forms in academic bowers. 
For mild forbearance, constancy, and love, 
Those views of life—which life's occasions prove; 
Uniting thus the sexes, both shall find 
Their richest profits. intercourse of mind. 


The several letters which Grammarians Tread, 
Alike ber the graves: or en head,” 


* EPR + is 7 opinion, * 2 che custom he 2 women from our society, further than 
in parties of play dancing, or the pursuits of an amour, has greatly contributed to the de- 
generacy of conversation. I take the highest period (says he) of politeness in England, and 
it is of the same date in France, to have been the peaceable part of King Charles the First's 
reign, and from what we read of those times, as well as from the accounts I have formerly met 
with from some who lived in that court, the methods then used for raising and cultivating con- 
versation, were altogether different from ours. Several ladies, whom we find celebrated by the 
poets of that age, had assemblies at their houses, where persons of the best understandings, and 
of both sexes, met to pass the evenings, in discoursing upon whatever agreeable subjects were 
occasionally started. And although we are apt to ridicule the sublime Platonic notions they 
had, or personated in love and friendship, I conceive their refinements were grounded upon 
reason, and that a little grain of the romance is no ill ingredient to preserve and exalt the 
dignity of human nature, without which it is apt to degenerate into every ue lie is Myst 


vicious, and low.—Swirr's Hints towards an Essay, on Conversation. 


The Italians keep up this custom to the present time, and find in their Conversaztones not 
only a source of much rational amusement; but a very NECennary Support to their national 
education. 


(21) 


In conversation thou may'st freely choose, 

— As suit the range of philologic views : 
Save one Which well: bred modesty puts by 
On most occasions, call'd— the Mic hr I. 

Let not this braggart vaunt what I have done, 
The long illustrious line from whence I prung. 
The jokes I told the fortune I possess, 

The skill I boast in science and address, 

The plans I schemed at college, or at school, 
With all my wond'rous'pow'rs---to play the fool. 
Nor shift your course, and cant in humbler tone, 
O'er all the faults peculiarly your own ; 
* As how too blunt your manners will prevail, 

* Or how decetv'd by some concerted tale, 
MMadly good-natur'd, tho' your friends betray, 
But *tis your failing and you must obey.” 

Ah! would the EcorTisT, but fairly state 
How he participates another's fate, 

How, much he heeds another's joys and cares, 
—When not commingling with his own affairs— 
From kindred feelings he'd confess with shame, 
The unavailing boasts of selfish fame. 


(28) 
In reasoning,-likewise,—SHUN THE VAUNTING LINE; * 
AND SOMETIMES WAVE THE PRIVILEGE 'TO'SHINE, 
Why press a yielding foe? or let him see 
How you excel him, and in'what degree? 
Praise where you can with genuine warmth of heart, 
And, ev'n when forced to censure, spare the smart, 
Let justice immolate at pity's Shrine, | 
And gently whisper © Be good-nature thine.” 
Nay, should some rustic of the forest birth; 
Who proves his near affinity to earth, 
Should he come forward with his clumsy ill., 
His talent force his reasoning head-strong 2 5 1 
By silence ward the'blow---or help to fing 
A quagmire bottom for his flound'ring mind? 
Fast in his native mud- his brawil's soon oer, 
And wisdom gains a respite from his roar “. 


es Pp = r an, F * * . nb F PIs | : ICTR 747 = 
* Mrs. JounsoN; ($wrrt's celebrated $TELLA) obzerved a rule, which she learned from Ap- 
DISON, of encouraging rather than opposing any person whom she found positive and ignorant 
in argument“ it saved trouble, obe taid, and prevented much noise. 
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tas) 
With equal caution fly that flattering e 110 d 

Alike the gift of genius and its fate-— 0709 

REFINEMENT'S ART---whichievery subject view eg! 

And sees each subjeet with an hundred eyes ba 

Sets them in such diversities of view, 

80 gay ly colour d- yet so far from true, 

Till sense tired- out, at last eludes the theme, 

As fades the vapour of a morning dream. 

Seductive art! Why judgmentꝭs bounds L 

And like a wanton give each hour to dress? 

What thoꝭ to genius nearly thou'rt allied, 

Or that 'tis thine to blaze in letter'd pride, 

Tho' fancy wings it through her gay domain, 

And culls each flower to decorate thy fane, 

Tho' tropes and metaphors, at will appear, 

And all thy periods melt upon the ear; 

These splendid ornaments are vain pretence, 

Without the simpler charm of COMMON SENSE. 


_ : — a 
1 * » 
Mz SS p # * ; . # s * — 1 
# 1 N OI k 2 
* * 4 p N 0 4 _ * — — ( F + — 1 — j 


PREss NONE TO cONTEST ON HIS FAVOURITE ART, 
Nor Id YOUR OWN ASSUME THE CRITIC's PART. | 


* 
* N £Z* 


- os 
* 
_ x | gi, # 12 
* > » : 4 
* I SIS 4 4 £ * > 4 F = 


" 


8 , (24) | 
The first is rude, and fruitful of disgracez: 
For who with skill the several arts can traces? 


The last is pedantry's perpetual sign, 
And shews the tradesman in the lowest line. 


Nor TURN FROM HIM WHOSE HABIT AND'ADDRESS, 
No MoDISH FORMS=---NO BRILLIANCY EXPRESS, 
His mind, perhaps, o'erlooks this outward show, 
And claims the higher privilege---To KNOW 
To trace some art---or science to its head, 
Inform the world---or give the struggler bread, 
Or from his little income nobly spare. 
What age---or helpless innocence may share. | 
Such claim respect—hence let discretion guide, 4 
And spite of fashion's undiscerning pride 


Glean from his mind, whate' er that mind can lend. 


Exchange your knowledge and engage a friend. 


Y . 
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To such behold—how cool Sis VAPID shews! 


Who values man by feather--hat--and clothes- 


See how he eyes him with forbidding stare! 
Then, indolently turning on his chair--- 


(25) 
Retails some trash-5The last hewcbatghrof plays, 7 
Or what's still worse tlie little wits who praise, 
Who prints His pompous tour from loose gabettes * 
On wire - wove paper flounced 'withispruce vignettet, It 


. 


Her pomp what pgctess With hernieanness blends, 
And plunders whilsk h& Chfertflins her fried? 
Or what BLAck hw aaa ets ue eee nN 
Who apes the charms bf Ethiopian race o biSH zT!“ 
What does SIR Vaern get by thlis pAUdisdainn 
From all beside the insolent afid Van. xo - Foal 
What does he shew'?-<-# slavish Wel to chime, 47 00 
In all the vulgar follies! of tlie time. STOMIL Off 5 O11. 


rea [ 761011 2100 =» Sn - 3; Oed 1 


* IA % 


Feeble in thought yet wien to bee, 
SOME LIVE IN MISTS, AND MEDTTATE“ DISGUISE, 


Fearful to let the mighity secret out . 01 Mols o 
Which hints a we- gebe is WOrr. 
| . of cli D92ybo110t u 1 G | 
#15602 i461 . m99516132 ein done 


* As this passage may soon want some 'explanajiop—what it udes to is, the present rage for 
wearing black wigs| With many ladies bf high fashion have adopted, in imitation of the þ/ack 
curling hair of a beautiful foreigner of distinction. But our English Belles should consider, 
that what we admire in the foreigner, are “the unbouglit graces of nature what they would 


have us admire in them, is the gu reha ge of. affe ectatiqn ; 
* 
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(26) 

With what contempt the liberal mind must see, 
ARCANO gravely take his fool's degree? | 
Screw every feature to the forms of sense, 

The very puppet of is own pretence? 

When at the levee last the park, or play, 

In vain he strives to recollect the day. 

„Business so hurries- - trifles crowd so fast, 

« Tis hard to calculate how time has past; 
Ask for the feng. with whom he lives ; at will, 


9 4144 


But what's 35 current eee of 0 
* He knows no more than as the papers state: 
Mix'd in discourse alike his frothy mind, 
Teems with precautions of the puzzling kind. 
If 'tis an anecdote, tho' fully known, 

No clew to place, or character is 8hewn,._ | 1+ 1 | 11 
If now a jest or harmless equivegwe, kt 
It was a person introduced the joke.” 

Nay, such his stratagem in taking coach, 

Lest tattling envy should his haunts approach— 

He hurries in, nods with a joyless smile, 

Nor gives his orders 'till he's off a mile— 


( 27 ) 


Yet know, close fool—tho'-secresy we prize, 

As what becomes the prudent good —and wise, 
This shuffling art in all you say, or doo 
Hangs a suspicious character to viewß; | 
Betrays false CONSEQUENCE—OT worse, would hide 


Some very secrets, ranker still than pride. 
Others reverse this principle, and shew 
Such suffocating pains from what they know, 
Not wisdom's voice—or friendship's claims can still, 
Nor yet the powerful fear of 3 ill; | 
The pangs of secresy admit no rest. 

All must come forth to ease the troubled breast. 
Thus every petty fact of common life, 

With whom he lives in habits or in strife, 

His age—his fortune -maladies or cares 
—With what he hears of other men's affairs 
The BaBBLER Tells alike to friend; or foe; © 
The sad historian of Himself and Co — 

From both extremes adopt this wiser part, 

** Be not too close or prodigal of heart.” 


( 28 ) 
Dup'd by its cunning, that obtains no end. 
Lur'd by its folly, this acquires no frienld d 
But, like the giddy spendthrift, feels too late, Mrz eit! 


The various miseries of a lost estate. 


Others again tho scrupulous to touch 
The slightest secret, ratified as such; 
BOND BY NO PROMISE, THINK IT. LAWFUL- rRIz r 
Hence round the town in various N 1 Wil 
As suits the comic, or satyric strain, 3V ermobeiw 20.4 
The loose - malicious ignorant, or van... 
But is there no restrictive-poweriwhich stays 
Folly' 8 report? Hor Pass ionꝭs ———— 5105 Jen II 
Is there no voluntary pledge of mind Le ove ent] 
In Conversation's:institutes, Which ind fl or modw 17 
O yes!--'tis ours to take the generous sidemga ol 
And feel this mute injunction- tis imp lie. 
No seal like noN tis the stamp of kings 
The sacred fount whenee; obligation springs 
Virtue's strong guard, amidst corruption's host. 
The peer's best scutcheon-· and the poor's best boast;: 


(29) 
Without it, words unheeded pass away, 
Nor oaths bind those accustom'd to betray. 


As Conversation, through each varying line, 
Leads to inform—exhilarate—refine, 
All who associate in this pleasing school, 
Should sedulously keep each social rule. 
WIV WILL THE HIPPISH THEN, OR AILING TRIBE, 
THEIR FEIGN'D—OR- REAL MALADIES DESCRIBE? 
Why thus the rites of harmony destroy, 
And force a temporary pause from joy? 
Jo day is given to mirthꝰ—HiLARIOꝰ cries, 
* Away complaint nor takes us by surprize, 
Tis out of time, propriety and place, 
* We're not in consultation on your case.“ 
HILARIO's right—no-invalid should roam 
Beyond the limits of beer nurse and home. 
„ISO 2911 
DEI 218 5 11L IIA 


* To day deep Bo fr whh me revolve to dronch 
In mirth—whith after ns repenting ws rhe 
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(go) 
Inclin'd alike—HEAR CROAKING AGE DECLAIMY 10008 
WITH SELF-TORMENTING SPLEEN' ON MODERN FAME! 
“Nothing is good or wise, since days of old, | 


© Love's mere convenience, honour's bought and sold, 

“ Arts--manners--fashions--all have felt decay, 

** Chas'd by the follies of the present day.“ 

Could this be so since elder time began, bae bino 
And every age produc'd a baser mann 
By this, no virtue scarcely could exist, CHOI | 
Unstain'd by folly--or: corruption's mis. 

Ere this--each art and science must have fled; © | | 

«© And darkness been the burier of the.dead.” to ei vB az | 


Alas! too true, in life's declining. day, ic qgmo you 


The joys of youth, like leaves, will . away, 
No more the horn shall rouse, or sprightly dance, 

Or beauty's eye transfix with killing glance. 
No more shall shows delight=-or sports endear. 


Or nature's-self the same gay liveries wear. 


All--all--in fainter--sicklier views are A d, 
Age but the echo of its former taste, . 
Such is our lot!--but why Should man, tho cloy' d, 
Deny to others what himself enjoy d? 


( 31 ) 


| Blight every virtue--every rising fame, 
Tis youth has fled, the times are still the same. 


So the raw. passenger, first leaving shore, 
Looks to the spot, he fears to see no more, 
And as he views the hills, and greensword ways, 
The little paradise of boyish days-- 
Where many a gambol on the lawn was play d, 
And friendships grew, and whisp'ring love was made, 
All seem retreating from his straining eye, 
As if the earth bound hills and plains could fly. 
Delusion this?--The scene unchang' d remains, 
Lo! 'tis his bark relinquishes the plains, _ 
Catches the gale, and seeks the distant seas, 
Where storms and toils contrast a life of ease, 
Where climes succeeding climes congeal, or burn, 
And different views and manners take their turn. 
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| Not so the Mimic, he, in merrier lays, 
Draws no comparison with former days, 

A different line his pilf ring talents chose, 
He struts th' insulter of his neighbour's woes; 


1 
: ( 32 ) 
Do any halt--or squint? the Copy ist straight. 
Assumes the leering' eye-the limping gait 26d no earl 
Are any mark'd with oddity of speech, | 
Phrase or address? eee 2113 00 
The good man's weakness in his sport _—_ 0) 22004 
Nor poverty 8 exempted from his gnéers. awũ9WV — i on en nA 
And can we prize such base nequivemens?--i 1 dT 
Forbid it honour l- truth! and charity 1 18 9121 J 
No ye informers l- nO ye apish WewF278 diebe tt baf 
Ye spies on nature! take your only due: 1 11 1 1H 
Tho' spurn 'd from courts, your sires have ret _ led · 
In taverns still you may be kick d and fed, Oed 
But dare not here the social board prophane, wy l3* lod 
Where manners--sehse--and sympathy should reign. 2180 
CL ' 91141 6 Je6TMIEOD 21103 DIits6 eartote 3155 
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* The office of King's $ Fool was formerly D in "moot t of the Courts of Europe, and 
continued in our own' down to! the reign'of Charles the First, when Ancty, the King's Jester, 
passing an untimely joke on Archbishop LAup, was ordered, by the sentence of the Council, 
to have his coat pulled over his head, and dismissed the King's service. From this time, no 
fool, by prefession, is permitted about Court. | 
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THUS far, with TR have we kept near shore, 
And plied; progressively, the patient oar; 
FI Now bolder grown, the muse would spread her al; 
And court the vantage of that brisker gale, 
Whose genial powers directly trace the way, 
Where Conversation's livelier topics play; 
Topics, which kindling as the spirits warm, 
Give, and receive, he eee charm. 
THIN 5 | #3 
Come then, let Wir iN best form. appear, 
Gay without looseness, frank, tho not severe, * 
Inclin'd to laugh, yet rous d at wisdom- $ voice, 
The first to aid her, councils and rejoice. £ 
When wit thus comes, array d with every grace, | 
It keeps due /$8as0ns-+-dignity--and. place; 
Spreads every charm, When bosoms jointly share 
The glow-of fancy and centempt of care, Pld VV - 
But checks the strain, and takes an humbler tone, 
Before the vulgar-- or unletter'd drone, | | | 
„F | 


( 34 )) 


Play'd off to such, like whisp'ring, wit's ill bred, 
In both as doin ignorant of what is said. 

Lo! RAILLERY: trips: it from the same e gay chool. 2 
Unaw'd by forms, or syllogistic rule, 

Vet sure to please, addressed with en | 
Let plodding talkers spurn it as they will? 

Not that, which, snarling, worries all it meets, os 
That mob-like education of the street 
Nor that which probes, insidiously, to find” 
The secret failings of a neighbour” 8 mind. 

True raillery takes a more exalted line, 

And scorns by mean--unworthy arts to shine. 
Amused, it frolics with an harmless tongue, 

And laughs at follies from good- nature sprung, 
Or sets some virtue in a different view, 
By different lights, to shew what's virtue's due; 
Or fir'd by fancy of ingenious birth, | 
--Whilst it reveres the favourite sons of worth-- 
Mocks them for errors, which the world proclaims, 
Are the reverse of what adorn their names: 


2 ( 35 ) 


Truth thus restrained, recoils with novel praise, 
And gilds obliquely with reflected rays. 


To wit and raillery's “ spirit stirring drum,” 
Come ANntcporTe? with all thy graces, come! 
Now giving facts to light th' historic page, 
Which scap'd the critic's eye, or writer's age, 
Or now describing, in thy humorous way, * 
Some sprightly story of the modern day, 
Something which meets the cunning of the scene, 
Unmix'd with malice--petulance--or spleen. | 
Such cull'd with taste, and not by use grown stale, | 
In powers of entertaining seldom fail. 
Relieve the grave--to mirth its rites afford, 
And crown the ar- _ n hospitable nl, 2 


See last * eee Kin £ * 
Who says come in associate!“ -aye--or no? 
No- -growils some' critic, skill'd in lumb'ring lore, 
--Dull as the weed which rots on Lethe's shore 
Whose mind ne'er s0ar'd above those learned elves, _ 
Whose labours fright old authors from themselves. 


(36) 


* This is a wretched: school-boy-kind-of . 0011 ir 
** Unht for him by college honours grac' d. 
* Unfit for him who scorns such wordy = "4 ; 
Nor once betrays: his features into smiles. 
/Fird by congemial thoughts, ** No,/!;eries: the Cit. 
“ Punning's allowed the lowest kind of wit, 
* A sort of talent, by misfortune lent, ty + 

The bane of industry, and ten per cent - 

But men of this inveterate wisdom, say * 

Are there no times and seasons to be gay? F W d 
Is lite that gloomy object of the soul. 
That toil and interest should engross the whole? 
Is it that cheerless road; where not one sing 1 1 
Invites the weary: passenger to dine? ks. 159 
Be yours that life--be ours to soothe its cares, On 
And meet the world in all its playful airs, 4 
To hail that pun, which comes impromptu drest, 
In wits gay trappings--badinage, and jest. 
Or laughing out, humanely will decide, | 8 
And turn commencing bickerings aside... 
Such puns, the truly learned will not revile, 
At such the wise may innocently smile. fl 
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(87 ) 
Midst many a dear, delightful friendly hour, 
Warm'd by the beams of wit's enliv'ning power, 
When care suspended, gave the soul full play,  - 
And tell-tale clocks unheeded tolled away, 0 


These rules were glean'd--from spirits pure in heart, 
Who boasted science--or excell'd in art, 


Or in the cause of virtue giant strong, 
Roll'd the full tide of moral truth along. * 
Sweet the remembrance of those pleasing times, 
Which charm'd my youth, and now inspires my rhymes, 
Sweet the remembrance of each worthy wight, 
Who gave this pure and rational delight ! 
Some who have been Britannia's boast and pride, 
Alike to honour--as to rank allied-- 
Some who now guard, and grace Ierne's shore, 
And some who talk and laugh--alas! no more, 
Yet live for ever in my grateful breast, 
The pride and solace of my evening's rest. 
JILL FELE * 160 

Here, as the lowliest of that lettered train, 
I fain would imitate their useful strain, 
And fondly trust, with such experience fraught, 
Some skill in conversation may be taught; 
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(38) 
Some germ may strike to fertilize the mind, 
And spread this source of comfort 'mongst mankind. 
Yet whilst I draw these rules from other's fame, 


And only boast an humble Copyist's name; 


Full many a topic must remain unsung, 

— The follies of a loose--ungovern'd tongue. — 
Such as that zeal which bigotry displays, 

Or factious politics--or haughty phrase, 

Wl Oaths--lies--stale jests, expressions loose, or mean, 
1 E Far be these off! far from the social scene! 

Who practise these--to lesson would be vain, 

i Untaught they live--untaught they must remain. 


Her theme concluding-still th' unwearied muse, 
" --Who feels a general interest in her views-- 
Once more would touch, as ling'ring o'er the lyre, 
Her favourite subject with congenial fire, 

ii Proclaim its birth--its'various charms commend 
The grateful minstrel of a parting friend. 


Whether in nature's mould--or that of art, 
Man first was formed to act a social part, 


'( 39) 
Nor aught avails! in social bands we're found, 
Link'd in all points--above--below--around. 
The splendid firmament which spreads on high 
Its azure front, and gives one common sky, 
The fost'ring elements which round us wait, 
Our equal birth-right--undistinguish'd fate, 
Our conscious weakness--fond desire to know 
If kindred thoughts in other breasts might glow-- _ 
All these, perhaps, first led us to unite 
For mutual wonder--safety--and delight. 
Our pleasures next society insnared, 
For pleasures to be relished, must be shared-- 
Till by degrees, with love and friendship s aid, 
And laws and arts, and all- aspiring trade, 
Converse became so finished and refined, 
To rank the first great banquet of the mind. 


In vain we fly to books to gain this art, 
For what can theories alone impart? 
Her inward force the mind but feebly feels, 
Till use the latent energies reveals. 
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( 40 ) 
With books, too often, solitude will grow, 
--That nurse of private vice, and private woe-- 


Or manners rough--or diffidence of air, 


Or silence which usurps the social chair. 
Whilst ConvERSATION, ever on the wing, 


Delights to rove through all the honied spring, 
Like music's voice, harmonious, deep, and clear, 24 


Pours all its information through: the ear, 
Draws out the force of education's plan,” 


Combines the whole, and finishes the man. 


See how it decorates the classic page! 


And how the Antients felt this pleasing rage! 
Or at their baths--their meals--the public hall, 


Twas Conversation took the lead in all. 


Here rights were canvass'd--manners understood, 


And laws develop'd for the public good, 


Here heroes deeds were told with kindred blaze, 
Nor humbler virtues scap'd their share of Praise. = 
The matrons constancy--the sages sense, 


The power of beauty, and its best defence, 
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The poor man's firmness in the struggling hour, 
Contentment's charm, or riches' liberal power, 
All learning taught--all daily life had shewn 
—The most unerring science to be known“ 
Were here enforced with simpleness and truth, 
As food for age--or models for their youth, 


Nay, even in death, they felt for human kind, 
And left their moral legacies behind. 


O! life's true teacher l- most illustrious sage +! 
Whose great example burns, from age to age, 
Who scorn'd the trammels of the wrangling schools, 
And taught philosophy by christian rules; 
Tho' doomed a base--unworthy death to share, 
-In spite of pity's voice, and virtue's prayer-- 
Still did thy soul unbroken, and serene, 
With conscious truth, survey the awful scene, 


Jo know 
That which before us lies in daily life, 
ls the prime wisdom. 
N 2 1 MILTON. -- 
2+ Socrates. 
60D. 2208 
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| Fearless what pangs the poisoned bowl could give, * 
| And to the last informed us how to live. | 


With these bright models, placed before our view,” q 
Let's learn to copy each proportion true, 
Explore what Conversation can G N 
For moral happiness--and social use. 

In life's gay spring tis that perpetual school, 
Which moulds the manners, free from IAN rule, 


Gives flow of speech, and readiness to scan 
The various habitudes of active man. 
Possess d of this, we better learn to pri ee 


What comforts fashion gives, or what deni, 51 / 
What dress imports- What 5 I: crowds nn 
In all the frivolous pursuits of joy. * ig 
Shielded by this, we better learn to shuuunnn 
Those baser lengths which youthful passions run; 
Gaming's sad charm, which rends all social ties, 
Engenders fraud--rapacity--and lies, 
Or Bacchus court--or lust's decoying cell, 
Where rank disease and dissipation dwell. 

Far from those haunts, the tutored bosom strays, 


Who converse love—love not those dangerous ways. 


(43) 


What books we read, tho' read with critic zeal, 
Tis Conversation stamps the final seal. 
Marks what's original, and what is known, 

And adds another's strictures to our own. . | 
What school, what travels, what examples ay 


As rich materials for our use are brought, 


Proud now to feel what charmed our earlier ans 


Return with ten- fold interest to our praise 


On every side we some advantage prove, 
It warms our friendship, and inspires our love. 


In latter age, when passions milder flow, 
And our chief pride is raised on what we know, 
Tho' love no longer takes an active part. 
No longer flames--or agitates the heart, 

Still Conversation keeps its settled throne, 
It's power of pleasing still is all our own. 
By this once more we prove the virgin kind, 


And gain fresh conquests o'er her charms of mind, 


) Disperse the gloomy--aid the cheerful hour, 
Obtain respect, and confidence, and power. 
And when, approaching to its awful close, 

Life seeks its chiefest pleasure in repose, 
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3 (44) | 
This social charm shall gild our setting da 


Inspire fresh hopes, and brighter views display, 
Hopes which foretaste--confirm'd by pious trust, 


THE SACRED CONVERSATION OF THE JUST. | 2 
Where man made perfect,“ feels celestial fires 
Glows in discourse, or hymns in heav'nly choirs, - ö 
Where blest communion! every joy-is:thine, 14 


Eternal truth - and harmony divine=- | _ /'// 9 
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